Congress of the United States
TWashington, DE 20515

January 23, 2023

The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas
Secretary of Homeland Security

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
301 7th Street SW

Washington, DC 20528

Secretary Mayorkas,

I’m writing today to address reports of illegal immigrants and asylum seekers being permitted to
board commercial aircraft within United States airports without the forms of identification and
photographic verification that are required of U.S. citizens. This policy change follows reports
that over 225,000 illegal immigrants were apprehended last month, a record monthly high, and
U.S. Customs and Border Patrol data that shows 169 individuals on the terrorist watchlist were
apprehended in Fiscal Year 2023. This raises valid concerns over the security of our nation’s
airports.

A recent photograph from the Miami International Airport shared on social media shows that
instructions are placed ahead of the Transportation Security Administration’s (TSA) security line
for non-U.S citizens who do not otherwise have an acceptable form of identification.?
Additionally, separate lines at other airports with TSA checkpoints for non-U.S. citizens without
passports have been seen.® The instructions state that there is a test pilot of the CBP One app in
partnership with the TSA to utilize the app as validation of alien identification information. They
go on further to advise migrants that a TSA photo is in fact optional, so no photo identification is
required other than what has already been provided through the CBP One app.

The Administration’s desire to broadly expand the use of the CBP One app has major flaws
when it comes to security. The data acquired by the app can be considered dubious when many
of the individuals who cross our border come with no identifying material to begin with. If no
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passport or other certified information is available, a migrant routinely is allowed to provide a
name, date of birth, and take a photo.* This means that whatever information is provided at a
point of entry, be it at a border immigration check point or upon being apprehended trying to slip
through unnoticed, is taken as verified data within the CBP One app.

This alone should create serious concerns over the possibility of false identities being used to
board a commercial airplane. However, in the past year, there have also been numerous
functionality concerns with the CBP One app. The app has had a history of crashing and giving
error messages and has issues with acquiring photos.® It is deeply disturbing that DHS and TSA
are promoting an unreliable application that regularly registers unverifiable information to
remove the first layer of security within our airports. This is important, as when the DHS Office
of Inspector General conducted covert tests of the TSA’s checked baggage screening procedures
in 2022, it found “vulnerabilities with TSA’s screener performance, associated procedures, and
screening equipment.”® This is a problem that has plagued the agency, and we should not be
removing layers of security before individuals enter baggage claim.

This test pilot is also a brazen example of the Administration’s lax border policies. Every day,
almost 3 million people with valid identification fly in the United States, with a majority being
American citizens. Our citizens are required to provide verifiable forms of state or federal
identification and, most recently, have their photos taken before going through security. Many of
the security obligations, and the very Department that you lead, were established in response to
the events of September 11", 2001. Allowing migrants who broke our laws to enter this country
to bypass these protocols with unverifiable information should be considered an affront to the
mission of the Department of Homeland Security.

| request answers to the following questions regarding this TSA CBP One test program:
1. How many illegal immigrants have been able to board U.S. commercial aircraft using this
test program?

2. How many illegal immigrants using this test program have declined to have their photo
taken and were permitted to board U.S. commercial aircraft?

3. As part of this test program, what are the guidelines or recommended steps to be taken by
TSA agents when the CBP One app cannot provide information or otherwise fails?
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4. As part of this test program, what are the guidelines or recommended steps to be taken by
TSA agents when the information provided on the CBP One app appears to be
incomplete or false?

Sincerely,

e

Randy Feenstra
Member of Congress

CC: David P. Pekoske, Administrator, Transportation Security Administration



